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I cannot think of anything more appropriate for our Journal than this 
dedication of one of its volumes to Nicolas Minorsky. No one, I am certain, 
will be more surprised by this action than this most modest of men. The role 
of Minorsky in awakening our thinking engineers plus many mathematicians 
to the national importance of the subject of differential equations could not 
be exaggerated. While not a “purist” mathematician of the modern brand, 
he has had the priceless capacity to sense what problems were important in 
all manner of applications and to make many of us listen to him. There is 
no doubt that his“Introduction toNonlinearMechanics”was the main element 
in awakening us in this country, and indeed ever so many others in the whole 
Western world, to the urgency of attacking differential equations with all 
possible energy. I can amply testify to the impression made on me by my 
old friend-and to what extent it affected my activities for the last quarter- 
century. To all this must be added that Minorsky is a front-rank inventor, 
not h la gadgeteer, but utilizing all available theory out of mathematics and 
physics. His role in early control theory is only too well known, and many 
will recollect his experiments on ship stability just before World War II. 
This dedication does indeed honor our Journal. 
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